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Abstract

The Ibibio language is the only identity through which the Ibibio person of Akwa Ibom State can
be identified. This paper x-rays different problems affecting the teaching and learning of Ibibio
language in junior secondary schools. From findings conducted in some selected schools within
the state, it is discovered that there is a dearth of trained and qualified teachers to teach this
language in schools located in Akwa Ibom State. The lack of relevant teaching and reading
materials in the language is also observed as another factor militating against the development of
this language. Again, the native speakers have embraced the attitude of ‘ours is bad philosophy’
making the language emotionally instead of culturally bound. However, the government’s concern
on language matters is what (Essien 2003) describes as ‘lame’ despite excellent policies. The
teaching and learning of this language should be the concern of all the Ibibios. As a way of
surmounting these problems, this paper suggests that every speaker and teacher of the language
should demonstrate a positive attitude to prevent it from extinction. The government should try to
implement good policies regarding the status of the language. The words of the researcher are ‘lose
your language and lose your identity’. Language is an identity of a people. If one must develop,
one must speak, learn and teach the language of one’s community.
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Ibio-ibio ikg

Usem Ibibio odo fikukwefie idigofig emi ekemeke idad ndigofio owo otoho idafi Ibibio ye Akwa
Ibom Sted. Nduufip emi anekke adeed ase mme nsio-nsio mfina ebaaha ke edikpekpeeb usem emi
ke ikpehe ufokfiwed yunig sekondri. Mme isafi se enam eka mme nsio-nsio ufokiiwed ke sted emi
eyaafia owod ke nti mme andikpeeb usem emi iwakka. Mfina efiwen odo ke fiwed se ewed ke usem
Ibibio osofi edikid eti-eti. Nko, finyin mme unie usem imaaha isem usem emi, inyafifio iyak ndito
nnyin esem fiko ye nnyin. Ukara etimme enie nti ekikere ebafia mme usem obio nnyin, ado ammo
iniehe nsgofig nda ke mbed ke afafi usem, Essien (2003). Mfina ukpeeb iko Ibibio odo mfina afid
owo etoho i1daii Ibibio. kuutommo “nsiimbehe”, ke akpedo ubegheke mfin, ayaubeghe fikpoi. Yak
edaana eda esin fikod ke usem idafi mbaak fikpof. Yak ukara enie nsoofio nda ke mbed ammo. Iko
nduufig ado, duogk usem, duook idem. Usem ke ekama etoiyo enyaii edigofiop mme awo ye nsio-
nsio emana. Yak esem ndad-mmana usem afid usen ke ayaafon.

Akpan adai ikg: Akwa Ibim, usem Ibibio, yunio sekondri, mbed, ukpeeb

1. Ntoong Iko

Iko Ibibio ado keed ke otu mme umiani usem ebaaha ke idan nnyin Nigeria. Anye ado usem emi
esemme ke Akwa Ibom Sted. (Greenberg 1963) anam no edigong ke Iko Ibibio asine ke ikpehe
Cross River ke ubon usem ake Niger Congo. Niger Congo ado ata ekamba ubon ano akpanakpan
mme usem ke idafi Africa. Nko, ufa adimaana mbaafia mme usem ndofi ke mme nsio-nsio ubon
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anam edigong ke usem Ibibio, ye mme mfen nte Uda, Efik, Anaafi edisine ke ikpehe ubon
edigonoke nte Lower Cross ke ufa ekamba nkok usem adoho Benue-Congo, Williamson (1989),
Okon (2012). Essien (1990) mme Urua (2000) ke nduuno ammo, enam edigono ke nkpo nte awo
mudioon inaafi esem iko Ibibio. Nko, Ibibio ado ayogho usem inaan anieghe umian mbon se isem
ke idan Nigeria ke ini usem ake Hausa, Yoruba ye Igbo eboiyoke iso.

Ke esioho Ibibio efeb, mme nsio-nsio usem nte Anaan, Ekit, ye mbon mfen ebanna ke
Akwa Ibom Sted. Nduung abo ntom ke iko Anaafi mme Ekit emi, enekke ekpere usem Ibibio ke
ubono fikpg, Essien (1990), Connell (1991), (1994), Urua (1996) ye Okon (2012). Ntak ado ke
awo asemme Anaafi mme Ekit akop iko Ibibio ke unana adika ukpeeb. Ke eboiyoke ado, mme
nsio-nsio iko, ye dana mbet usem eba ke mme usem emi inieneke ukpaghode. Mme usem mfen
esemme ke sted emi edonoke ke otu mme usem ake Lower Cross edo: Oro, Ibeng, Obolo, Itu
Mbonuso, Iwere, Iko, Nkari, Efik. Ntak eboho ke mme usem emi enie ewuana ye mfen ado ke ata
afid ammo ewuoono eto akpan adan akereke ufa Benue Congo.

Ke ikpa nwed emi, Ibibio ada ang usem, amaana ada ang mbon se isem enye etoho Akwa
Ibom Sted. (Urua 2000) abo ntom, ke idan duop mme inaai ke otu idan edip mme duop mme keed
ke Akwa Ibom Sted esem iko Ibibio. Mme idan se isem edo: Uyo, Uruan, Etinan, Nsit Ibom, Nsit
Atai, Nsit Ubium, Ibesikpo Asutan, Ikong, Ini, Ikot Abasi, Mkpat Enin, Ibigng Ibom, Onna ye
Eket. Mbaak iko ediwak iboho, yak ikpon mbre ika ikim ebot.

Ke ikpa nwed ami, iyaiben ideed ise mme nsio-nsio mfina ebannake ke afan ukpeeb iko Ibibio ke
ufoknwed yunig sekondri mi ke Akwa Ibom Sted. Iyainyan ise mme ufon ami ndad mmana usem
anamma ang idafi. Ado mbemiso itoono mfaana emi ayoho-ayoho, iya-ideet ise se usem awuoong
anyAn ada ang. Iya imaana ise uyo abiisi ikg Ibibio (uyo ubop iko mme uyo utad iko)

Yak nsogsop mbo ke idoho nkpo se iyaiya inyan ifon dana ndusak owo edat ikg idan ammo
(Ibibio) nte mbio ke ntak usem mfen nte ake mbakara. Ado yak itoiyo inyan idipono ke miikpidoho
usem, idan ndomokeed ikpibaaha. Usem ndomokeed akeedodo ado uku idai. Iko nduuiio ami ado;
duook usem, duook idan. Usem ado idioono idan. Yak edakka eda esin nkod ke usem mbaak
nkpon.

2. Nsoo ido usem?

Usem ado nkpo ami afid awo ebenne emana ke mme idan keed-e-keed. Ibaaha idan ndomokeed
amiiniehe usem ebenne edioono ammo. Uwak mme ntaifiopk eno mme nsio-nsio ekikere ebana se
usem awugong. Olaoye (2007) abo ke usem ado ata nkpo utom awo abenne abo ifiok ye ukpeeb
ke fikanfikak amo. Nko, Hudson (1996) abo ke usem ado ifiok ye mme mbet emi ewotto idem ke
usem. Usem ado akpasa eduuwem, udia, nsine, ukpono Abasi ye mme nsio-nsio nkpo mfen
edonoke ke esid. Ke ibi-ibio usan, usem ke afid mme nkpoduogho idan keed-e-keed edono.
Mmiikpiidogho usem, idan ndomokeed ikpibaaha. Labov (1973) asgong abo ke umaukid usem,
amekid idan. Usem ado idan.

Ataifigk mfen, Chomsky (1968), abo ke usem ado nkpo afid awo enieghe. Ke edisoono se enye

atan abana usem, Essien (1990) abo ke usem ado sana-sana eno afid awo enieghe. Mme ekikere
emi eben ewot nte ke usem ado nkpo-ndad-mmana. Ke editan ke usan mfen, usem ado nkpo Abasi
abotto esin awo ke idem. Eben usem ekpeeb awo nkpo. Eben usem enyam urua, eneme nneme.
Usem ato abot. Usem amaakpa, idan inieghe ntoono.
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3. Uyo Abisi ikg Ibibio

Iko Ibibio ikisakkake ke ukana. Iko Ibibio amaababa toono ke esed, ado ata ediwewet usem emi
ikisoppo itoong. Mbemiso mme unie idan nte Essien (1989), 1990, Urua (2000), Iwoketok (2003),
etoono ewet nkpo ebana iko idan ammo, mme awo nte Jeffreys (1935), Kaufman (1968), Connell
(1987) (ikwenneke ke ndo) ekedonnoke mfia awo emaenam nduuno ke usem Ibibio eka anyan.
Iko Ibibio nte dana umian usem ke ederimbod eba, anie uyo abiisi amg edoho uyo (ubop ye utad

ko) sana-sana. Akposak ado nte mfaana akponno mme ibad abiisi ifafi ke usem Ibibio anie, Essien
(1990) abo ke usem Ibibio anie uyo ubop iko duop mme itiaita ye uyo utad iko duop. Nduuno amo
aben awot nte ke mme uyo ubop iko ke usem emi edo: [p, b, t, d, k, kp, f, s, m, n, j, p, gW, r R/E,
s, w, jl. Nko ye [a, e, 9, i, i, 0, 0, A, u, u] nte mme uyo utad iko.

Urua (2000) abo ntom ke usem Ibibio anie uyo utad ikg duop nko. Mfaana anekke akpon
ke itie uyo utad ko emi. Kaufman (1968) ate ke usem Ibibio anie uyo utad iko itiokeed [a, e, i, o,
o u.]. Utip (1990) abo ke usem Ibibio anie uyo utad iko usakkeed ke nduung amg. Ikpiben nduuno
Essien ye Urua ideet ise, iyaiikit nte ke Urua aduung akekit mme nsio-nsio uyo abiisi ke afai uyo
ubop iko ammiisineke ke akpasa nduuno ake Essien. Ado Umoh (1985) ye Urua (2000) enie
ndunyimme ye Essien (1990) nte ke uyo utad iko duop ke usem Ibibio anie. Yak iyaak mfaana
ando inim dion.

Abiisi Ik Ibibio anieene mbed. Anie ndusak uyom iko nte [R, B, i, A, 3] awo mmiimenne
itoono ubop iko mme utad iko ke usem Ibibio. Anekke afon eti-eti nnyin adikpidigong nte ke dana
iko mbakara ye mme usem mfen enie mbed ke dafia mme uyo iko ebono ke nde ke nde, iko Ibibio
nko anie ndukoppo ke ndido usem ye dana ebop mme iko. Yak iben se isak itan emi isin ke
uwadnkpo ise. Yak ito itoono ke uyo ubop iko.

3.1 Uyo Ubgp Iko
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[p] akeme ida ke akpatre nde ke iko. Uwadnkpo ado: kop ‘hear’, sop ‘be fast’. Mbet usem
emi ado ke owo ibenne enye itoono iko. Ke editan ke usan mfen, uyo iko emi idaaha ke
iso iko ke Ibibio. Nko ekeme ediben enye ntoono ikpeghe iko, ke iko nte: isop-po ‘it is not
lost’. Akeme edisana nte amana iba ke ufuod ik¢ ke dana ikid ke isoppo ‘It is not lost’,
nyemme ‘I do not want’.

[b] akeme ida ke iso, ufuod, ye akpatre itie ke iko nte mme uwadkpo ewotto: bre ‘play’,

baba ‘father’, ye bib ‘ask’.

[t] akeme ida ke iso, ufuod, ye ke akpatre nde ke ikg. Mme uwadnkpo edo: ta ‘chew’, ita
‘three’, tat “untie’. Ndusak ini ekeme iwet tad. Ke usem Ibibio, /t/ ye /d/ ekeme ida ke
akpatre nde ke iko, ndudue ibaaha, ke dana ikit ke akpatre uwadnkpo odo. Yak idipono ibo
ke /t/ ye /d/ ekpeda ke iso iko, ikg odo aya awugono nkpo mfen. Uwadinkpo ado: ta ‘chew’
ye da ‘stand’.

[d] akeme ida ke iso ye ufuod iko. Uwadikpo edo: dip ‘hide’, udara ‘African star apple’
(a kind of friut). Ndusak ini /d/ ye /t/ ewuana akpatre nde ke ikg, ndudue ibaaha ke dana
ikid ke mme uwadnkpo emi: ebod ‘goat’ ye ebot ‘goat’.

[k] akeme ida ke iso, ufood ye ke akpatre nde ke iko. Mme uwadnkpo edo: kara ‘rule’,
ikan ‘fire’, sak ‘laugh’, tak ‘cheat/grate’

[Kp] uyo iko anye ami ada ke iso ye ufugod iko kpod. Mme uwadiikpo edo: kpe
‘judge/pay’, ekpe ‘lion’.

[f] akeme ida ke iso ye ke ufuod ikg. Mme uwadnkpo edo: fehe ‘run’, ufa ‘new’. Nduuno
anam edigono ke uyo iko emi idaaha ke akpatre nde ke iko ke usem Ibibio.

[s] akeme ida ke iso ye ke ufuod iko kpod nte ikitte ke mme uwadinkpo emi: sak ‘laugh’,
isan ‘walk’.

[m] uyo iko anye ami aba ke afid nde ke ikg nte ewotto mi: ma ‘like’, ima ‘love’, imam
‘laughter’.

[n] akeme ida ke afid nde ekitte ke mme uwadfikpo emi: ndap ‘dream’, inem ‘sweetness’,
unen ‘right’.

[n] uyo iko ami akeme ida ke iso iko akeene uyo iko adaha akpere enye, nte: /k/ - fi.ka
‘association’, /s/ - n.safi ‘housefly’, /t/ - n.tan ‘sand’, /m/ - m.moof ‘water’, /m)/ - m.fa
‘stake’, /n/ -n.nyin ‘we’. Anyan amaana ada ke akpatre nde ke iko nte isan ‘walk’, ikofi
‘cough’.

[n] uyo iko anye ami akeme ida ke iso ye ke ufuood iko kpod nte ekitte ke mme uwadkpo
ifan emi: nnya ‘garden egg’, anye ‘he/she/it’. Idaaha ke akpatre nde ke iko ke usem Ibibio.
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[pw] uyo iko anye ami akeme ida ke ntoono iko ye ke ufuod iko nte ikitte ke mme
uwadnkpo emi: nwed ‘book’, unwam ‘assistance’.

[r] uyo iko anye ami ada ke ufuood iko kpod nte ewotto ke uwadnkpo emi: fre ‘forget’.
Ndusak ini, uyo iko /d/ akeme ida ke itie /r/ akpedaaha ke usem Ibibio ikpaghoke se iko
odo akeda ono. Uwadnkpo edo: udua ‘market’ (itie mme owo enyamma enyan edep nkpo)
ye urua ‘market’ (itie emi mme owo enyamma enyan edep nikpg). Ake ododo ke otu emi
anen.

[R] uyo iko anye ami asine ke ufood uyo utad iko ekootto ke edem edeme kpod. Mme
uwadnkpo edo: togho ‘quarrel’, bogho ‘pass by’. Yak inam yak edigong ke dana ewed uyo
iko emi ado ‘gh’.

[B] uyo iko anye ami asak asine kpa ke ufuood iko nte ake anyon emi adogho. Mme abisii
se isine ke uyo emi edo ‘gh’. Ukpaghore nkpo ado ke uyo iko anye ami asine ke ufuood
uyo utad iko ekotto ke iso edeme. Mme uwadnkpo edo: feghe ‘run’, tigha ‘kick’, beghe
‘concern’. Mme uyo utad iko se ekoot ke iso edeme edo: /i, i, e, a/. Se ekoot ke edem edeme
edo: /u, 0, ¢/. Mme uyo iko emi: /R/ ye /8/ edo keed ke atu mme uyo ubop iko ke usem
Ibibio engoho mme andikpeeb mfina eti-eti.

[w] uyo iko anye ami akeme edida ke ntoono iko, ye ke ufuod iko nte ikitte ke mme
uwAdnkpo emi: wet ‘write’, iwa ‘cassava’.

[y] uyo utad iko emi akeme ida ke iso iko, akeme edinyan nda ke ufuood iko nte mme
uwadnkpo emi ewotto: yem ‘search’, uyai ‘beauty’.

3.2 Mme Uyo Utad Iko

[i] uyo iko emi akeme ida ke iso, ye ke akpatre nde ke iko nte ikitte ke mme uwadnkpo
emi: inem ‘sweetness’, di ‘come’.

[i] uyo iko enye mi asine ke ufuod uyo ubop iko ke mme uwadinkpg emi: tim ‘beat’, idim
‘stream’

[e] uyo iko anye ami akeme iba ke afid nde: iso, ufugod, ye akpatre. Uwadnkpo edo: ekpe
‘lion’, nem ‘delicious’, ibe ‘tasteless’.

[3] uyo iko anye ami asine ke ufuod uyo ubop iko kpod nte dana ikid ke uwadnkpo emi:
etok ‘small’, imak ‘short’.

[a] uyo iko anye ami ada ke afid itie - iso, ufuood ye akpatre itie ke ikg. Uwadnkpo omo
edo: ata ‘sixty’, ta n ’talk’, ita ‘three’.

[A] uyo iko anye ami asine ke ufuood uyo ubop iko kpod nte dana ewet emi ke mme
uwadnkpo emi; fak ‘cover’, tak ‘grate’.
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[u] uyo iko anye ami akeme iba ke afid nde - iso, ufugod ye akpatre nde. Uwadnkpo edo:
ubaak ‘half’, tut ‘fix something into a hole’, udu ‘rest’.

[u] uyo utad iko anye ami ada ke iso ye ke akpatre nde ke iko. Uwadnkpo ado uku
‘personality’, ekpu ‘rat’.

[o] uyo iko anye ami ada ke iso, ufuood ye ke akpatre nde ke iko nte ikitte ke mme
uwadnkpo emi: owo ‘person’, top ‘throw’, iso ‘face/front’.

[o] uyo iko anye ami nko ada ke afid nde ke ikg nte dana ewet ke mme uwadnkpo emi:
ofion ‘moon’ bop ‘build’, uso ‘your father’.

4. MFINA UKPEEB IKQ IBIBIO KE UFQKNWED KE AKWA IBOM STED

Iko Ibibio ado ayoho usem emi anieehe afid ndido usem dana usem mfen enieenie. Mme ndido ke
usem Ibibio edo: iko enyin, adaditie enyin, iko edinam, adiana iko edinam, adiana iko enyin, owod
itie, ayid iko, ye iko nkpaidem. Mfin emi, ibad ibad owo edisem usem emi. Ado ata nkpo mbom
edikit nte umiaan owo edi-iyakka ntokeyin ammo esem usem emana ommg ke unana ntak.
Edikappa enie udon edikpeeb nyan nsem usem mfia owo ekekarake idan nnyin emi ke fikpo nte
isua aba mme duop mme inaan akeboiyoke.

Usem Ibibio abo mfiomo oto mme unie omo ke uwak usan. Mme nsio-nsio mfina ebanna ke
afaf ukpeeb Ibibio ke ufoknwed ke Akwa Ibom Sted. Yak ideed mme mfina ami ise ise keed-e-
keed.

4.1 Unana mme andikpeeb usem emi

Ado ata nkpo mbom edikit ke idan Ibibio, ke usem Ibibio anana nkod. Nduuno anam edioong ke
umiaan ufoknwed ke Akwa Ibom Sted inieenecke nti mme andikpeeb usem emi. Ndusak mme
andikpeeb usem emi ke sted emi ibooho ukpeeb ndomokeed ito mme ntaifiok mfen.

Ke mfoniso, ado eti adunam edidionno ke ufoknwed ntaifigk ake Uyo esin ifik ke nkod usem
emi ke edikpeeb usem emi tonng ke isua 1980 ekesiaha ufoknwed emi. Ufoknwed ukpeeb dana
ekappa edo atitia ke Afaha Nsit idaha edem ke ukpeeb usem emi. Uwak owo eben ndad-mmana
ifiok kpod ekpeeb usem emi. Odo, mme andikeep emi ikemme ye ibad owo se iyem idekpekpeeb.
Bamgbose (1992) abo ke akikere imo ado, ke mbio enieehe usem emi nte ndad-mmana nkpo
ekpena ebo ukpeeb mbemiso ommgo ekekpeeb mbon mfen.

4.2 Unana nwed se ewed ke usem Ibibio

Nwed se ewed ke usem Ibibio iwakka ikikem ye umiaa ibad owo ekpeyemme edikokood usem
emi nnyan mbo ifigk. Awo iwettewet usem Ibibio ke mbaak. Mme andikpeeb usem emi ke ndad-
mmana ifigk kpod ikanna ikpeeb usem emi mboiyo ifigk idem ommo nno mbio mfen. Ntak ado
ke owo ikemeke ading awo se enye emiiniehe. Se awo anie ke akeme edino awo. Ekpenekke ese,
ifiok ye mme nkpoduogho mfen se usem emi anie abafinake eduuwem Ibibio, adono mme ikpo
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owo ke idem kpod. Ammo ema ekpon uwem emi, ifigk emi nko akeene amog anyon. Ata uwak
ifiok, awo ndomokeed ikemeke edikop aba.

Mbaak ndifre, yak nnam no afid owo enie ifiok ebo ke ikpehe nkok ifigk ake ufok-ukpeeb
eseghe nkpo ebana usem ke ufoknwed ntaifiok Uyo emaetoono ediko nnyan nwed nwed mbono
mme nsio-nsio odunam ebafiake mme eduuwem nnyin. Adunam emi adakka akeene ndik emi
ommo enieche ke usak mbon Ibibio idigongke aba dana etem ndidia Ibibio nte ekpan iwa, ato
mbooro, unam kadi mme utem eyop. Nnekke nkoom andikpeeb emi: Prof. Eno-Abasi Urua ye
mme nsafia amo ke nti ekikere ammo ke ediwet eduuwem nnyin nsin ke usem nnyin.

4.3 Akposoin mfaana ke mme abisi Ibibio

Unana edinyimme ye akposon mfaana anekke akpon ke afafi uyo ubop iko ye uyo utad iko se usem
Ibibio anie. Mfaana anekke aba ke abana uyo utad iko. Ke ini usak awo ebogho ke usem Ibibio
anie uyo utad iko duop (Essien 1990, Urua 2000, Umoh 1985). Ado, awo nte (Utip 1990) ate ke
ado itiokeed. Mfaana emi iyakka mme andikpeeb usem emi edigong se ekpenam. Ekikere akpena
ado keed ke mme ibad abiisi se iba ke usem Ibibio.

4.4 Unana adisem ndad-mmana usem

Ekpenekke ese, nduuno anam edigono ke usak mbon Ibibio imaaha isem usem ammo aba, inyanno
iyak ndito ammo esem nko. Usem Ibibio ayedo nkpo mbed ano uwak awo. Ke usak ufoknwed mi
ke sted nnyin, ukpusem iko idan ndufo, ewet nkpo ukoon ke iton. Adunam emi ado ata ayoho
idioong ke mbio se inam utg nkpo ami, eba ke ekamba unana ndigono-idem. Uto adinam ntom
i1sinne nkod ke usem emi ke ndomo usafi ndomokeed.

Ke ufoknwed ntaifiok ake Uyo, ye mme efaak enwen idan nnyin emi, ukpubip awo idan
ndufo nkpo ke usem idan, anye ayaubooro ke iko mbakara. Ndusak ndito ufoknwed emi ekotto
eniyAn ebo ukpeeb ke usem Ibibio inieghe idorenyin ke usan ndomokeed. Ke ntak abuud, ammo
isiyakka awo edigong se ammo ekoot ke ufoknwed.

4.5 Ukara inieghe nsoong nda ke mbed

Ukara etimme etan nti iko ebana ndad mmana usem ke nwed mbet, ado ammo isinne ndomokeed
ke adinam. Ekamba nniwed mbed ukara (ake 1979 ye 1999), abo yak ukpeeb nkpo ke ufoknwed
abiisi ado ke ndad mmana usem, mmiidogho anye ado ke usem emi esemme ke nkannkak ado.
Mbed amaana atemme abo yak odunam ke ufokmbed ake idan nnyin — Nigeria ado ke usem
mbakara, Hausa, Yoruba, ye Igbo. Ado, ibaaha usen keed ebenne usem ndomokeed ke otu emi
esin ke adunam ke ufokmbed ndomokeed. Afid mfaana ke ufopkmbed nnyin ado ke usem mbakara.
Ke sted nnyin emi nko, adunam ke ufokmbed nnyin ado ke usem mfia awo.

Niso ido ntak emi usem ananake ukpono ato mme andinie enye? Nso ido ntak emi ukara miingoogho
oyogho mkpanuton ke uto ekamba mfina ami. Ekpenekke ese, umiaan ufoknwed ke sted emi
itieghe udomo ke usem Ibibio, inyanno ikpekpeeb ndomokeed. Ukara isiogho uyo. Esak ekokap
inua ese. Nso ido nnyin ikponoke ndibe ukod ikan ifakko? Tko mbakara aka, iko mbakara anyon.
Nkpo emi anam Essien (2000) abo ke mbed ke afafi ndad mmana usem aba nte mbang, awuoonoke
ke ineghe nsoong nda. Yak ukara enie nsoono nda ke mbed se ibana usem.

4.6 Eduuwem mme anie usem

Ibaaha asenowo ndomokeed aboho idiisem usem mbon mfen ke unie idafl imiidatta usafi inyAn
ida iso. Uwak awo se miisemme ndad-mmana usem mme usem idafi ado enam idiok eduuwem ye
usem ado. Ete ye Eka eyin esak ema ineme nneme ye ndito ke ufok ke usem mbakara mbaak ma
eyin adigong fiwed. Adunam ye uto ekikere ntom edo ukwan ido. Ke mme nsio-nsio ufok-Abasi,
usem mbakara ado akpan usem. Uwak mbon ufok-Abasi ikanna ibon akam ke usem Ibibio aba.
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Umiaan ikwo se ekwo ye mme ukworo-iko eyedo ke usem mbakara. Mme nsio-nsio ufokutom
esehe nkpo ebana mbak nkpo-ntippe ke sted nnyin emi enam adunam ammgo ke usem mbakara.
Usem Ibibio asitatamma adak ata etok-etok. Eduuwem mfia awo abiat eduuwem nnyin ata eti-eti.
Mbok! edaana eda ikpad iba. Ke ima isem usem nnyin, eduuwem nnyin idiisoppo.

5. Ndad-mmana usem nte akpan nkpo esinne fikod ke obio

Nkod ye uforo abio ikweeficke ke ndidia adiba ke idafi fikem ukeed owo mme fikpo adifon ke idafi
ikpoon. Nkod ye uforo idaf dafia Essien (2007) abo, aba nte akpasa, uwak fikpoduogho nte mbre
ukara, ifiok unam nkpo, ifigk ukaraukara, usine afon, ye mme nkpo ntoro mfen mmoo edono ke
esid. Ado akpan-akpan nkpo ammiisiwuogho ida yak ekit ke nkod ye uforo abio ado usem’. Usem
ado ndedibbe nkpo anwamma idan keed ake adodo ke ayogho nkod. Ndad-mmana usem ado akpan
nkpo asinne nkod ke abio nte dana ikit ke mme nsio-nsio ekikere ewette ke idak emi:

5.1 Adidianakeed

Adidianakeed ado adudu idan. Idan ake adidianakeed miibaagha, nkod nko ikemeke adiba ke uto
idan odo. Mbio esemme usem idan ammo enie ifigk keed abogho inam gmmg enie ime enyan
enim idem ommo ke akpaniko. Uto nkpo ntom anam ommo ekere nti nkpo ebana idem ommo.
Usem ado ata ekamba nkpo utom anamma yak mme owo ekit idem gmmg nte ubon keed. Akposon
usem ik mbakara iyakka yak nnyin inie ukem ekikere ye keedeken. Inyanng iyak nkod asim abio
nnyin ayoho ayoho. Ke esen idid, idan China ye Japan, enekke enie uforo ye edidiana keed akeene
usem ammo. Ntak emi anam yak nwed emi abo ke ima akpaanekke aba, akpedo idan Akwa Ibom
mme ake Nigeria enie usem keed kpod.

5.2 Nkod ke afai unyam urua

Thompson (2003) anie ekikere abo ke udigono usem idan akeme edinwam ndubeghe adinie
nsoono nda. Nkpc_) nte utem eyop, uben iwa nnam kadi, utuak ukod mme utem mmanyana, enekke
efon ke usem se edigono ye mme andinie uto ubokutom emi. Edinam ye mme ubokutom ntom
enekke enwam usem ye ubokutom emi. Ekpenekke ese, mme idan nte Japan, China ye mme idan
se inieene 9yogho nkod ekama usem idan gmmg enam afid ndubeghe nte unyam urua, ukara ukara.
Awo Ibibio akpekekit ayin eka amg (akop usem) ke urua Aba, ammg ekeme isgp nnam akpaniko
nkan edikama nsio-nsio usem. Ammgo eben usem ammo esin ke eduuwem ye adunam ammgo afid-
afid. Usak awo emaeka urua edidep nkpo, ese emaedidep nkpo nkeene idan ebotto nkpo urua ado.
Usem idan odo ado akpan idigong se inwam ke afid ndaha. Urua akeme inyama afon akeene usem
ewette ke idem nkpo urua ado.

Mme adep urua edioono se eyem akeene idan ebotto utg nkpo urua odo. Usem ado nkukweene
idigofio akemeke edinam mme afiyam urua esedia ekamba udot. Nko, nkpo udua aseedakka udua.
Akeme inyAn nnam urua atak awo. Crystal (1997) abo ke ifigk ye ima mme awo enieghe ebana
nkpo ukan ammo esine ke ndad-mmana usem.

5.3 Mbre ukara

Usem idafi ado nkpo angoho awo ayoho unen adikeene nwanna ke mbre ukara. Ndusak ini, unie
idan esibo ayoho inemesit edikit dana isen awo ekeene esem usem ammidogho usem emana ammo.
Akpedo anam ndubehe, ekeme isgp mboo anye nkpo ndep efid ini. Akpan-akpan ke ini umek awo,
ndad mmana usem ado fikukweene idigono, amaasem yak asafia akekem ye mbed usem.

6. Nsoong Iko
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Usem Ibibio ado ayoho usem ke idem amo. Anye anie afid fikpuduogho dana mme usem mfen
eniene. Ibaaha idan ndomokeed aniehe ayoh¢ nkod nte Japan ye China se mibenne usem idan
ammo isin ke edinam. Mbaak isin eti nkod ing usem Ibibio, ana esin ifik ke edikpeeb enye ke afid
ndaha ke mme ufoknwed. Ukara ikpinaaha ebobop mbed kpod. Akpena ammg enam yak mbed
emi enie nsoono nda. Yak ukara etan ke inua enyan enam ke ubok yak mfoon ekikere ammo
efiwam idan dana akpedo. Yak ukara eno mbon ebooho ayoho ukpeeb ufan ke eding ammo utom
ke mme nsio-nsio ndaha ufoknwed nno ekpeeb usem ami.

Se efiwana itafi ado yak ukara ekoot mbio se imaikibo ukpeeb ke fikok ifigk usem Ibibio,
eno ammo utom ukpeeb usem emi mbaak usem anie eti fikod. Yak mme ete ye eka ntokeyin
ekuudat nte ado idigk fikpo ndito ammo edikpeeb nnyan nsem usem emana ammo/usem idAf.
Usem, anye ado nkukweene idigono idan. Afid-afid nikpoduogho uwem emi esine ke usem. Yak
ekpeeb enyan esem usem ke aya afon.
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