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Abstract  

The Ibibio language is the only identity through which the Ibibio person of Akwa Ibom State can 

be identified. This paper x-rays different problems affecting the teaching and learning of Ibibio 

language in junior secondary schools. From findings conducted in some selected schools within 

the state, it is discovered that there is a dearth of trained and qualified teachers to teach this 

language in schools located in Akwa Ibom State. The lack of relevant teaching and reading 

materials in the language is also observed as another factor militating against the development of 

this language.  Again, the native speakers have embraced the attitude of ‘ours is bad philosophy’ 

making the language emotionally instead of culturally bound. However, the government’s concern 

on language matters is what (Essien 2003) describes as ‘lame’ despite excellent policies. The 

teaching and learning of this language should be the concern of all the Ibibios. As a way of 

surmounting these problems, this paper suggests that every speaker and teacher of the language 

should demonstrate a positive attitude to prevent it from extinction. The government should try to 

implement good policies regarding the status of the language. The words of the researcher are ‘lose 

your language and lose your identity’. Language is an identity of a people. If one must develop, 

one must speak, learn and teach the language of one’s community. 
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Ibio-ibio ikọ 

Usem Ibibio odo ñkukweñe idiọọñọ emi ekemeke idad ndiọọñọ owo otoho idʌñ Ibibio ye Akwa 

Ibom Sted. Nduuñọ emi anekke adeed ase mme nsio-nsio mfịna ebaaha ke edikpekpeeb usem emi 

ke ikpehe ufọkñwed yuniọ sekọndri. Mme isañ se enam eka mme nsio-nsio ufọkñwed ke sted emi 

eyaaña ọwọd ke nti mme andikpeeb usem emi iwakka. Mfịna eñwen odo ke ñwed se ewed ke usem 

Ibibio ọsọñ edikịd eti-eti. Ñko, ñnyịn mme unie usem imaaha isem usem emi, inyʌññọ iyak nditọ 

nnyịn esem ñko ye nnyịn.  Ukara etịmme enie nti ekikere ebaña mme usem obio nnyịn, ado ammọ 

iniehe nsọọñọ nda ke mbed ke afañ usem, Essien (2003).  Mfịna ukpeeb ikọ Ibibio odo mfịna afịd 

owo etoho idʌñ Ibibio. kuutommo “nsiimbehe”, ke akpedo ubegheke mfịn, ayaubeghe ñkpọñ. Yak 

edaaña eda esịn ñkọd ke usem idʌñ mbaak ñkpọñ. Yak ukara enie nsọọñọ nda ke mbed ammọ. Ikọ 

nduuñọ ado, duọọk usem, duọọk idem. Usem ke ekama etoiyo enyʌñ ediọọñọ mme awo ye nsio-

nsio emana. Yak esem ndad-mmana usem afịd usen ke ayaafọn. 

Akpan adʌñ ikọ: Akwa Ibim, usem Ibibio, yuniọ sekọndri, mbed, ukpeeb 

 

1. Ntọọn͂ọ Ikọ 

Ikọ Ibibio ado keed ke otu mme umian  ̣͂  usem ebaaha ke idᴧṇ͂  nnyịn Nigeria. Anye ado usem emi 

esemme ke Akwa Ibom Sted. (Greenberg 1963) anam nọ ediọọṇ͂ ọ ke Ikọ Ibibio asịne ke ikpehe 

Cross River ke ubon usem ake Niger Congo. Niger Congo ado ata ekamba ubon anọ akpanakpan 

mme usem ke idᴧṇ͂  Africa. Ṇ͂ ko, ufa adimaana mbaaṇ͂ a mme usem ndọṇ͂  ke mme nsio-nsio ubon 
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anam ediọọṇ͂ ọ ke usem Ibibio, ye mme mfen nte Uda, Efik, Anaañ edisịne ke ikpehe ubon 

ediọọṇ͂ ọke nte Lower Cross ke ufa ekamba ṇ͂ kọk usem adoho Benue-Congo, Williamson (1989), 

Okon (2012). Essien (1990) mme Urua (2000) ke nduuṇ͂ ọ ammọ, enam ediọọṇ͂ ọ ke ṇ͂ kpọ nte awo 

mudiọọn inaaṇ͂  esem ikọ Ibibio. Ṇ͂ ko, Ibibio ado ayọghọ usem inaaṇ͂  anieghe umiaṇ͂  mbon se isem 

ke idᴧṇ͂  Nigeria ke ini usem ake Hausa, Yoruba ye Igbo eboiyoke iso. 

Ke esioho Ibibio efeb, mme nsio-nsio usem nte Anaaṇ͂ , Ekịt, ye mbon mfen ebaṇ͂ ṇ͂ a ke 

Akwa Ibom Sted. Nduuṇ͂ ọ abo ntom ke ikọ Anaañ mme Ekịt emi, enekke ekpere usem Ibibio ke 

ubono ñkpọ, Essien (1990), Connell (1991), (1994), Urua (1996) ye Okon (2012). Ntak ado ke 

awo asemme Anaañ mme Ekịt akop ikọ Ibibio ke unana adika ukpeeb. Ke eboiyoke ado, mme 

nsio-nsio ikọ, ye daṇ͂ a mbet usem eba ke mme usem emi inieṇ͂ eke ukpᴧghọde. Mme usem mfen 

esemme ke sted emi edọṇ͂ ọke ke otu mme usem ake Lower Cross edo: Ọrọ, Ibenọ, Obolo, Itu 

Mbonusọ, Iwere, Iko, Nkari, Efik. Ntak eboho ke mme usem emi enie ewuana ye mfen ado ke ata 

afịd ammọ ewuọọṇ͂ ọ eto akpan adᴧṇ͂  akereke ufa Benue Congo. 

Ke ikpa ṇ͂ wed emi, Ibibio ada anọ usem, amaana ada anọ mbon se isem enye etoho Akwa 

Ibom Sted. (Urua 2000) abo ntom, ke idᴧṇ͂  duop mme inaañ ke otu idᴧṇ͂  edịp mme duop mme keed 

ke Akwa Ibom Sted esem ikọ Ibibio. Mme idᴧṇ͂  se isem edo: Uyo, Uruan, Etinan, Nsit Ibom, Nsit 

Atai, Nsit Ubium, Ibesikpo Asutan, Ikọnọ, Ini, Ikọt Abasi, Mkpat Enin, Ibiọnọ Ibom, Onna ye 

Eket. Mbaak ikọ ediwak ibọhọ, yak ikpọṇ͂  mbre ika ikịm ebot. 

Ke ikpa ṇ͂ wed ami, iyaiben ideed ise mme nsio-nsio mfịna ebaṇ͂ ṇ͂ ake ke afaṇ͂  ukpeeb ikọ Ibibio ke 

ufọkṇ͂ wed yuniọ sekọndri mi ke Akwa Ibom Sted. Iyainyᴧṇ͂  ise mme ufọn ami ndad mmana usem 

anamma anọ idᴧṇ͂ .  Ado mbemiso itọọṇ͂ ọ mfaaṇ͂ a emi ayọhọ-ayọhọ, iya-ideet ise se usem awuọọṇ͂ o    

anyᴧṇ͂  ada anọ. Iya imaana ise uyo abiisi ikọ Ibibio (uyo ubọp ikọ mme uyọ utad ikọ)  

Yak nsọọsọp mbo ke idoho ṇ͂ kpọ se iyaiya inyᴧṇ͂  ifọn daṇ͂ a ndusᴧk owo edat ikọ idᴧṇ͂  ammọ 

(Ibibio) nte mbio ke ntak usem mfen nte ake mbakara. Ado yak itoiyo inyᴧṇ͂  idiọọṇ͂ ọ ke miikpidoho 

usem, idᴧṇ͂  ndomokeed ikpibaaha. Usem ndomokeed akeedodo ado uku idʌñ. Ikọ nduuñọ ami ado; 

duọọk usem, duọọk idᴧṇ͂ . Usem ado idiọọṇ͂ ọ idᴧṇ͂ . Yak edakka eda esịn ṇ͂ kọd ke usem mbaak 

ṇ͂ kpọṇ͂ .  

2. Nsoo ido usem? 

Usem ado ṇ͂ kpọ ami afịd awo ebenne emana ke mme idᴧṇ͂  keed-e-keed. Ibaaha idᴧṇ͂  ndomokeed 

amiiṇ͂ iehe usem ebenne edioọṇ͂ ọ ammo. Uwak mme ntaifiọk enọ mme nsio-nsio ekikere ebaṇ͂ a se 

usem awuọọṇ͂ ọ. Olaoye (2007) abo ke usem ado ata ṇ͂ kpọ utom awo abenne abọ ifiọk ye ukpeeb 

ke ṇ͂ kanṇ͂ kᴧk amọ. Ṇ͂ ko, Hudson (1996) abo ke usem ado ifiọk ye mme mbet emi ewọttọ idem ke 

usem.  Usem ado akpasa eduuwem, udia, nsịne, ukpono Abasi ye mme nsio-nsio ṇ͂ kpọ mfen 

edọṇ͂ ọke ke esịd. Ke ibi-ibio usᴧṇ͂ , usem ke afịd mme ṇ͂ kpoduogho idᴧṇ͂  keed-e-keed edoṇ͂ ọ. 

Mmiikpiidogho usem, idᴧṇ͂  ndomokeed ikpibaaha. Labov (1973) asọọṇ͂ ọ abo ke umaukịd usem, 

amekịd idᴧṇ͂ .  Usem ado idᴧṇ͂ . 

Ataifiọk mfen, Chomsky (1968), abo ke usem ado ṇ͂ kpọ afịd awo enieghe. Ke edisọọṇ͂ ọ se enye 

ataṇ͂  abaṇ͂ a usem, Essien (1990) abo ke usem ado saṇ͂ a-saṇ͂ a enọ afịd awo enieghe. Mme ekikere 

emi eben ewọt nte ke usem ado ṇ͂ kpọ-ndad-mmana. Ke editaṇ͂  ke usᴧṇ͂  mfen, usem ado ṇ͂ kpọ Abasi 

abotto esịn awo ke idem. Eben usem ekpeeb awo ṇ͂ kpọ. Eben usem enyam urua, eneme nneme.  

Usem ato abot. Usem amaakpa, idᴧṇ͂  inieghe ntọọṇ͂ ọ.  
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3. Uyo Abisi ikọ Ibibio 

Ikọ Ibibio ikisakkake ke ukana. Ikọ Ibibio amaababa tọọṇ͂ ọ ke esed, ado ata ediwewet usem emi 

ikisọppọ itọọṇ͂ ọ. Mbemiso mme unie idᴧṇ͂  nte Essien (1989), 1990, Urua (2000), Iwoketok (2003), 

eto   ọṇ͂ ọ ewet ṇ͂ kpọ ebaṇ͂ a ikọ idᴧṇ͂  ammọ, mme awo nte Jeffreys (1935), Kaufman (1968), Connell 

(1987) (ikweṇ͂ ṇ͂ eke ke ndo) ekedoṇ͂ ṇ͂ oke mfia awo emaenam nduuṇ͂ ọ ke usem Ibibio eka anyan. 

Ikọ Ibibio nte daṇ͂ a umiaṇ͂  usem ke ederimbod eba, anie uyo abiisi amọ edoho uyo (ubọp ye utad 

ikọ) saṇ͂ a-saṇ͂ a. Akposᴧk ado nte mfaaṇ͂ a akponno mme ibad abiisi ifañ ke usem Ibibio anie, Essien 

(1990) abo ke usem Ibibio anie uyo ubọp ikọ duop mme itiaita ye uyo utad ikọ duop. Nduuṇ͂ ọ amọ 

aben awọt nte ke mme uyo ubọp ikọ ke usem emi edo: [p, b, t, d, k, kp, f, s, m, n, ŋ, ɲ, ŋw, r ʀ/ʁ, 

s, w, j]. Ṇ͂ ko ye [a, e, ə, i, ɨ, o, ọ, ᴧ, u, ụ] nte mme uyo utad ikọ.  

Urua (2000) abo ntom ke usem Ibibio anie uyo utad ikọ duop nko. Mfaaṇ͂ a anekke akpon 

ke itie uyo utad ikọ emi. Kaufman (1968) ate ke usem Ibibio anie uyo utad ikọ itiokeed [a, e, i, o, 

ọ u.]. Utịp (1990) abo ke usem Ibibio anie uyo utad ikọ usᴧkkeed ke nduuṇ͂ ọ amọ.  Ikpiben nduuṇ͂ ọ 

Essien ye Urua ideet ise, iyaiikịt nte ke Urua aduuṇ͂ ọ akekịt mme nsio-nsio uyo abiisi ke afañ uyo 

ubọp ikọ ammiisịneke ke akpasa nduuṇ͂ ọ ake Essien. Ado Umoh (1985) ye Urua (2000) enie 

ndunyimme ye Essien (1990) nte ke uyo utad ikọ duop ke usem Ibibio anie. Yak iyaak mfaaṇ͂ a 

ando inịm dion. 

Abiisi Ikọ Ibibio anieeṇ͂ e mbed. Anie ndusᴧk uyom ikọ nte [ʀ, β, ɨ, ᴧ, ə] awo mmiimenne 

itọọṇ͂ ọ ubọp ikọ mme utad ikọ ke usem Ibibio. Anekke afọn eti-eti nnyịn adikpidiọọṇ͂ ọ nte ke daṇ͂ a 

ikọ mbakara ye mme usem mfen enie mbed ke daña mme uyo ikọ ebono ke nde ke nde, ikọ Ibibio 

ṇ͂ ko anie ndukoppo ke ndido usem ye daṇ͂ a ebọp mme ikọ. Yak iben se isᴧk itaṇ͂  emi isịn ke 

uwᴧdṇ͂ kpọ ise. Yak ito itọọṇ͂ ọ ke uyo ubọp ikọ. 

 

 

 

 

 

3.1 Uyo Ubọp Ikọ 
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[p] akeme ida ke akpatre nde ke ikọ. Uwᴧdṇ͂ kpọ ado: kop ‘hear’, sọp ‘be fast’. Mbet usem 

emi ado ke owo ibenne enye itọọṇ͂ ọ ikọ. Ke editaṇ͂  ke usᴧṇ͂  mfen, uyo ikọ emi idaaha ke 

iso ikọ ke Ibibio.  Ṇ͂ ko ekeme ediben enye ntọọṇ͂ ọ ikpeghe ikọ, ke ikọ nte: isop-po ‘it is not 

lost’. Akeme edisaṇ͂ a nte amana iba ke ufuọd ikọ ke dana ikid ke isoppo ‘It is not lost’, 

nyemme ‘I do not want’. 

[b] akeme ida ke iso, ufuọd, ye akpatre itie ke ikọ nte mme uwᴧdkpọ ewọttọ: bre ‘play’, 

baba ‘father’, ye bịb ‘ask’. 

[t] akeme ida ke iso, ufuọd, ye ke akpatre nde ke ikọ. Mme uwᴧdṇ͂ kpọ edo: ta ‘chew’, ita 

‘three’, tat ‘untie’. Ndusᴧk ini ekeme iwet tad. Ke usem Ibibio, /t/ ye /d/ ekeme ida ke 

akpatre nde ke ikọ, ndudue ibaaha, ke daṇ͂ a ikịt ke akpatre uwᴧdṇ͂ kpọ odo. Yak idiọọṇ͂ ọ ibo 

ke /t/ ye /d/ ekpeda ke iso ikọ, ikọ odo aya awuọọṇ͂ ọ ṇ͂ kpọ mfen. Uwᴧdṇ͂ kpọ ado: ta ‘chew’ 

ye da ‘stand’. 

[d] akeme ida ke iso ye ufuọd ikọ. Uwᴧdṇ͂ kpọ edo: dịp ‘hide’, udara ‘African star apple’ 

(a kind of friut). Ndusᴧk ini /d/ ye /t/ ewuana akpatre nde ke ikọ, ndudue ibaaha ke daṇ͂ a 

ikịd ke mme uwᴧdṇ͂ kpọ emi: ebod ‘goat’ ye ebot ‘goat’.  

[k] akeme ida ke iso, ufọọd ye ke akpatre nde ke ikọ. Mme uwᴧdṇ͂ kpọ edo: kara ‘rule’, 

ikaṇ͂  ‘fire’, sak ‘laugh’, tʌk ‘cheat/grate’ 

[Kp] uyo ikọ anye ami ada ke iso ye ufuọod ikọ kpọd. Mme uwᴧdṇ͂ kpọ edo: kpe 

‘judge/pay’, ekpe ‘lion’. 

[f] akeme ida ke iso ye ke ufuọd ikọ. Mme uwᴧdṇ͂ kpọ edo: fehe ‘run’, ufa ‘new’. Nduuṇ͂ ọ 

anam ediọọṇ͂ ọ ke uyo ikọ emi idaaha ke akpatre nde ke ikọ ke usem Ibibio.  

[s] akeme ida ke iso ye ke ufuọd ikọ kpọd nte ikịtte ke mme uwᴧdṇ͂ kpọ emi: sak ‘laugh’, 

isaṇ͂  ‘walk’. 

[m] uyo ikọ anye ami aba ke afịd nde ke ikọ nte ewọttọ mi: ma ‘like’, ima ‘love’, imam 

‘laughter’. 

[n] akeme ida ke afịd nde ekịtte ke mme uwᴧdñkpọ emi: ndap ‘dream’, inem ‘sweetness’, 

unen ‘right’. 

[ŋ] uyo ikọ ami akeme ida ke iso ikọ akeene uyo ikọ adaha akpere enye, nte: /k/ - ñ.ka 

‘association’, /s/ - n.sᴧñ ‘housefly’,  /t/ - n.tan ‘sand’, /m/ - m.mọọñ ‘water’, /ɱ/ - m.fa 

‘stake’, /ɲ/ -n.nyịn ‘we’. Anyᴧñ amaana ada ke akpatre nde ke ikọ nte isaṇ͂  ‘walk’, ikọñ 

‘cough’. 

[ɲ] uyo ikọ anye ami akeme ida ke iso ye ke ufuọọd ikọ kpọd nte ekịtte ke mme uwᴧdkpọ 

ifaṇ͂  emi: nnya ‘garden egg’, anye ‘he/she/it’. Idaaha ke akpatre nde ke ikọ ke usem Ibibio. 
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[ŋw] uyo ikọ anye ami akeme ida ke ntọọṇ͂ ọ ikọ ye ke ufuọd ikọ nte ikịtte ke mme 

uwᴧdṇ͂ kpọ emi: ṇ͂ wed ‘book’, uṇ͂ wam ‘assistance’. 

[r] uyo ikọ anye ami ada ke ufuọọd ikọ kpọd nte ewọttọ ke uwᴧdṇ͂ kpọ emi: fre ‘forget’. 

Ndusᴧk ini, uyo ikọ /d/ akeme ida ke itie /r/ akpedaaha ke usem Ibibio ikpᴧghọke se ikọ 

odo akeda ọnọ. Uwᴧdṇ͂ kpọ edo: udua ‘market’ (itie mme owo enyamma enyʌṇ͂  edep ṇ͂ kpọ) 

ye urua ‘market’ (itie emi mme owo enyamma enyʌṇ͂  edep ṇ͂ kpọ). Ake ododo ke otu emi 

anen.  

[ʀ] uyo ikọ anye ami asịne ke ufọọd uyo utad ikọ ekootto ke edem edeme kpọd. Mme 

uwᴧdṇ͂ kpọ edo: tọghọ ‘quarrel’, bọghọ ‘pass by’. Yak inam yak ediọọṇ͂ ọ ke daṇ͂ a ewed uyo 

ikọ emi ado ‘gh’. 

[ʁ] uyo ikọ anye ami asᴧk asịne kpa ke ufuọọd ikọ nte ake anyọṇ͂  emi adogho. Mme abisii 

se isịne ke uyo emi edo ‘gh’. Ukpᴧghọre ṇ͂ kpọ ado ke uyo ikọ anye ami asịne ke ufuọọd 

uyo utad ikọ ekotto ke iso edeme. Mme uwᴧdṇ͂ kpọ edo: feghe ‘run’, tigha ‘kick’, beghe 

‘concern’. Mme uyo utad ikọ se ekoot ke iso edeme edo: /i, ɨ, e, a/. Se ekoot ke edem edeme 

edo: /u, o, ọ/. Mme uyo ikọ emi: /ʀ/ ye /ʁ/ edo keed ke atu mme uyo ubọp ikọ ke usem 

Ibibio enọọhọ mme andikpeeb mfịna eti-eti. 

[w] uyo ikọ anye ami akeme edida ke ntọọṇ͂ ọ ikọ, ye ke ufuọd ikọ nte ikịtte ke mme 

uwᴧdṇ͂ kpọ emi: wet ‘write’, iwa ‘cassava’. 

[y] uyo utad ikọ emi akeme ida ke iso ikọ, akeme edinyᴧṇ͂  nda ke ufuọọd ikọ nte mme 

uwᴧdṇ͂ kpọ emi ewọttọ: yem ‘search’, uyai ‘beauty’.   

3.2 Mme Uyo Utad Ikọ 

[i] uyo ikọ emi akeme ida ke iso, ye ke akpatre nde ke ikọ nte ikịtte ke mme uwᴧdṇ͂ kpọ 

emi: inem ‘sweetness’, di ‘come’. 

[ɨ] uyo ikọ enye mi asịne ke ufuọd uyo ubọp ikọ ke mme uwᴧdṇ͂ kpọ emi: tịm ‘beat’, idịm 

‘stream’ 

[e] uyo ikọ anye ami akeme iba ke afịd nde: iso, ufuọọd, ye akpatre. Uwᴧdṇ͂ kpọ edo: ekpe 

‘lion’, nem ‘delicious’, ibe ‘tasteless’. 

[ə] uyo ikọ anye ami asịne ke ufuọd uyo ubọp ikọ kpọd nte daṇ͂ a ikịd ke uwᴧdṇ͂ kpọ emi: 

etək ‘small’, imək ‘short’. 

[a] uyo ikọ anye ami ada ke afịd itie - iso, ufuọọd ye akpatre itie ke ikọ. Uwᴧdṇ͂ kpọ ọmọ 

edo: ata ‘sixty’, ta ṇ͂  ’talk’, ita ‘three’. 

[ᴧ] uyo ikọ anye ami asịne ke ufuọọd uyo ubọp ikọ kpọd nte daṇ͂ a ewet emi ke mme 

uwᴧdṇ͂ kpọ emi; fᴧk ‘cover’, tᴧk ‘grate’. 
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[u] uyo ikọ anye ami akeme iba ke afịd nde - iso, ufuọọd ye akpatre nde. Uwᴧdṇ͂ kpọ edo: 

ubaak ‘half’, tut ‘fix something into a hole’, udu ‘rest’. 

[ụ] uyo utad ikọ anye ami ada ke iso ye ke akpatre nde ke ikọ. Uwᴧdṇ͂ kpọ ado ụkụ 

‘personality’,  ekpụ ‘rat’. 

[o] uyo ikọ anye ami ada ke iso, ufuọọd ye ke akpatre nde ke ikọ nte ikịtte ke mme 

uwᴧdṇ͂ kpọ emi: owo ‘person’, top ‘throw’, iso ‘face/front’. 

[ọ] uyo ikọ anye ami ṇ͂ ko ada ke afịd nde ke ikọ nte daṇ͂ a ewet ke mme uwᴧdṇ͂ kpọ emi: 

ọfiọṇ͂  ‘moon’ bọp ‘build’, usọ ‘your father’. 

 

 

 

4. MFỊNA UKPEEB IKỌ IBIBIO KE UFỌKN͂WED KE AKWA IBOM STED 

Ikọ Ibibio ado ayọhọ usem emi anieehe afịd ndido usem daṇ͂ a usem mfen enieeṇ͂ e. Mme ndido ke 

usem Ibibio edo: ikọ enyịn͂, adaditie enyịn͂, ikọ edinam, adiana ikọ edinam, adiana ikọ enyịn, ọwọd 

itie, ayịd ikọ, ye ikọ n͂kpaidem. Mfịn emi, ibad ibad owo edisem usem emi.  Ado ata ṇ͂ kpọ mbọm 

edikịt nte umiaaṇ͂  owo edi-iyakka ntəkeyịn ammọ esem usem emana ọmmọ ke unana ntak. 

Edikappa enie udọṇ͂  edikpeeb nyᴧṇ͂  nsem usem mfia owo ekekarake idᴧṇ͂  nnyin emi ke ṇ͂ kpọ nte 

isua aba mme duop mme inaaṇ͂  akeboiyoke.  

Usem Ibibio abọ mfiomo oto mme unie ọmọ ke uwak usᴧṇ͂ . Mme nsio-nsio mfịna ebaṇ͂ ṇ͂ a ke 

afañ ukpeeb Ibibio ke ufọkṇ͂ wed ke Akwa Ibom Sted. Yak ideed mme mfịna ami ise ise keed-e-

keed. 

4.1  Unana mme andikpeeb usem emi 

Ado ata ṇ͂ kpọ mbọm edikịt ke idᴧṇ͂  Ibibio, ke usem Ibibio anana ṇ͂ kọd. Nduuṇ͂ ọ anam ediọọṇ͂ ọ ke 

umiaaṇ͂  ufọkṇ͂ wed ke Akwa Ibom Sted inieeṇ͂ eke nti mme andikpeeb usem emi. Ndusᴧk mme 

andikpeeb usem emi ke sted emi ibọọhọ ukpeeb ndomokeed ito mme ntaifiọk mfen.  

Ke mfọniso, ado eti adunam edidiọṇ͂ ṇ͂ ọ ke ufọkṇ͂ wed ntaifiọk ake Uyo esịn ifịk ke ṇ͂ kọd usem 

emi ke edikpeeb usem emi tọṇ͂ ṇ͂ ọ ke isua 1980 ekesiaha ufọkṇ͂ wed emi. Ufọkṇ͂ wed ukpeeb daṇ͂ a 

ekappa edo atitia ke Afaha Nsit idaha edem ke ukpeeb usem emi.  Uwak owo eben ndad-mmana 

ifiọk kpọd ekpeeb usem emi. Odo, mme andikeep emi ikemme ye ibad owo se iyem idekpekpeeb. 

Bamgbose (1992) abo ke akikere imọ ado, ke mbio enieehe usem emi nte ndad-mmana ṇ͂ kpọ 

ekpena ebọ ukpeeb mbemiso ọmmọ ekekpeeb mbon mfen. 

4.2  Unana ṇ͂ wed se ewed ke usem Ibibio 

Ṇ͂ wed se ewed ke usem Ibibio iwakka ikikem ye umiaaṇ͂  ibad owo ekpeyemme edikokood usem 

emi nnyᴧṇ͂  mbọ ifiọk. Awo iwettewet usem Ibibio ke mbaak. Mme andikpeeb usem emi ke ndad-

mmana ifiọk kpọd ikanna ikpeeb usem emi mboiyo ifiọk idem ọmmọ nnọ mbio mfen. Ntak ado 

ke owo ikemeke adinọ awo se enye emiiniehe. Se awo anie ke akeme edinọ awo. Ekpenekke ese, 

ifiọk ye mme ṇ͂ kpoduogho mfen se usem emi anie abañṇ͂ ake eduuwem Ibibio, adọṇ͂ o mme ikpọ 
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owo ke idem kpọd. Ammọ ema ekpọṇ͂  uwem emi, ifiọk emi ṇ͂ ko akeene amọ anyọn. Ata uwak 

ifiọk, awo ndomokeed ikemeke edikop aba.  

Mbaak ndifre, yak nnam nọ afịd owo enie ifiọk ebo ke ikpehe ṇ͂ kọk ifiọk ake ufọk-ukpeeb 

eseghe ṇ͂ kpọ ebaṇ͂ a usem ke ufọkṇ͂ wed ntaifiọk Uyo emaetọọṇ͂ ọ edikọ nnyʌṇ͂  nwed nwed mbono 

mme nsio-nsio odunam ebañake mme eduuwem nnyin. Adunam emi adakka akeene ndịk emi 

ọmmọ enieehe ke usʌk mbon Ibibio idiọọṇ͂ ọke aba daṇ͂ a etem ndidia Ibibio nte ekpaṇ͂  iwa, atọ 

mbooro, unam kadi mme utem eyop. Nnekke ṇ͂ kọọm andikpeeb emi: Prof. Eno-Abasi Urua ye 

mme nsaña amọ ke nti ekikere ammọ ke ediwet eduuwem nnyịn nsịn ke usem nnyịn.  

4.3 Akpọsọn͂ mfaan͂a ke mme abisi Ibibio 

Unana edinyịmme ye akpọsọñ mfaaṇ͂ a anekke akpon ke afañ uyo ubọp ikọ ye uyo utad ikọ se usem 

Ibibio anie. Mfaaṇ͂ a anekke aba ke abaṇ͂ a uyo utad ikọ. Ke ini usᴧk awo ebogho ke usem Ibibio 

anie uyo utad ikọ duop (Essien 1990, Urua 2000, Umoh 1985). Ado, awo nte (Utịp 1990) ate ke 

ado itiokeed. Mfaaṇ͂ a emi iyakka mme andikpeeb usem emi ediọọṇ͂ ọ se ekpenam. Ekikere akpena 

ado keed ke mme ibad abiisi se iba ke usem Ibibio.  

4.4 Unana adisem ndad-mmana usem 

Ekpenekke ese, nduuṇ͂ ọ anam ediọọṇ͂ ọ ke usᴧk mbon Ibibio imaaha isem usem ammọ aba, inyᴧṇ͂ ṇ͂ ọ 

iyak nditọ ammọ esem ṇ͂ ko. Usem Ibibio ayedo ṇ͂ kpọ mbed anọ uwak awo. Ke usᴧk ufọkṇ͂ wed mi 

ke sted nnyịn, ukpusem ikọ idᴧṇ͂  ndufo, ewet ṇ͂ kpọ ukọọṇ͂  ke itọṇ͂ . Adunam emi ado ata ayọhọ 

idiọọṇ͂ ọ ke mbio se inam utọ ṇ͂ kpọ ami, eba ke ekamba unana ndiọọṇ͂ ọ-idem. Utọ adinam ntom 

isịnne ṇ͂ kọd ke usem emi ke ndomo usᴧñ ndomokeed.  

Ke ufọkṇ͂ wed ntaifiọk ake Uyo, ye mme efaak eṇ͂ wen idʌṇ͂  nnyịn emi, ukpubịp awo idᴧṇ͂  

ndufo ṇ͂ kpọ ke usem idᴧṇ͂ , anye ayaubọọrọ ke ikọ mbakara. Ndusᴧk nditọ ufọkṇ͂ wed emi ekotto 

eṇ͂ yᴧṇ͂  ebọ ukpeeb ke usem Ibibio inieghe idorenyịn ke usᴧṇ͂  ndomokeed. Ke ntak abuud, ammọ 

isiyakka awo ediọọṇ͂ ọ se ammọ ekoot ke ufọkṇ͂ wed. 

4.5 Ukara inieghe nsọọn͂ọ nda ke mbed  

Ukara etịmme etaṇ͂  nti ikọ ebaṇ͂ a ndad mmana usem ke ṇ͂ wed mbet, ado ammọ isịnne ndomokeed 

ke adinam. Ekamba ṇ͂ wed mbed ukara (ake 1979 ye 1999), abo yak ukpeeb ṇ͂ kpọ ke ufọkṇ͂ wed 

abiisi ado ke ndad mmana usem, mmiidogho anye ado ke usem emi esemme ke nkanṇ͂ kᴧk ado. 

Mbed amaana atemme abo yak odunam ke ufọkmbed ake idᴧṇ͂  nnyịn – Nigeria ado ke usem 

mbakara, Hausa, Yoruba, ye Igbo. Ado, ibaaha usen keed ebenne usem ndomokeed ke otu emi 

esịn ke adunam ke ufọkmbed ndomokeed. Afịd mfaaṇ͂ a ke ufọkmbed nnyịn ado ke usem mbakara. 

Ke sted nnyin emi ṇ͂ ko, adunam ke ufọkmbed nnyịn ado ke usem mfia awo.  

Nso ido ntak emi usem ananake ukpono ato mme andinie enye? Nso ido ntak emi ukara miinọọghọ 

ọyọghọ mkpaṇ͂ utọñ ke utọ ekamba mfịna ami. Ekpenekke ese, umiaaṇ͂  ufọkṇ͂ wed ke sted emi 

itieghe udomo ke usem Ibibio, inyᴧṇ͂ ṇ͂ ọ ikpekpeeb ndomokeed. Ukara isiogho uyo. Esᴧk ekọkᴧp 

inua ese. Nso ido nnyịn ikponoke ndịbe ukod ikan ifᴧkkọ? Ikọ mbakara aka, ikọ mbakara aṇ͂ yọṇ͂ . 

Ñkpọ emi anam Essien (2000) abo ke mbed ke afañ ndad mmana usem aba nte mbᴧṇ͂ ọ, awuọọṇ͂ ọke 

ke ineghe nsọọṇ͂ ọ nda. Yak ukara enie nsọọṇ͂ ọ nda ke mbed se ibaṇ͂ a usem. 

4.6 Eduuwem mme anie usem 

Ibaaha asenowo ndomokeed aboho idiisem usem mbon mfen ke unie idʌñ imiidatta usᴧñ inyᴧṇ͂  

ida iso. Uwak awo se miisemme ndad-mmana usem mme usem idʌñ ado enam idiọk eduuwem ye 

usem ado. Ete ye Eka eyịn esᴧk ema ineme nneme ye nditọ ke ufọk ke usem mbakara mbaak ma 

eyịn adiọọṇ͂ ọ ñwed. Adunam ye utọ ekikere ntom edo ukwaṇ͂  ido. Ke mme nsio-nsio ufọk-Abasi, 

usem mbakara ado akpan usem. Uwak mbon ufọk-Abasi ikanna ibọṇ͂  akam ke usem Ibibio aba. 
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Umiaaṇ͂  ikwọ se ekwọ ye mme ukwọrọ-ikọ eyedo ke usem mbakara. Mme nsio-nsio ufọkutom 

esehe ṇ͂ kpọ ebaṇ͂ a mbᴧk ṇ͂ kpọ-ntịppe ke sted nnyịn emi enam adunam ammọ ke usem mbakara. 

Usem Ibibio asitatamma adᴧk ata etək-etək. Eduuwem mfia awo abiat eduuwem nnyịn ata eti-eti. 

Mbọk! edaaṇ͂ a eda ikpad iba. Ke ima isem usem nnyịn, eduuwem nnyịn idiisoppo. 

 

5. Ndad-mmana usem nte akpan ṇ͂ kpọ esịnne ñkọd ke obio 

Ṇ͂ kọd ye uforo abio ikweeṇ͂ eke ke ndidia adiba ke idᴧṇ͂  ṇ͂ kem ukeed owo mme ṇ͂ kpọ adifọn ke idᴧṇ͂  

ikpọọṇ͂ . Ṇ͂ kọd ye uforo idᴧṇ͂  daṇ͂ a Essien (2007) abo, aba nte akpasa, uwak ṇ͂ kpoduogho nte mbre 

ukara, ifiọk unam ṇ͂ kpọ, ifiọk ukaraukara, usịne afọñ, ye mme ṇ͂ kpọ ntoro mfen mmọọ edọṇ͂ ọ ke 

esịd. Ado akpan-akpan ṇ͂ kpọ ammiisiwuọghọ ida yak ekịt ke ṇ͂ kọd ye uforo abio ado usem’. Usem 

ado ndedịbbe ṇ͂ kpọ aṇ͂ wamma idᴧṇ͂  keed ake adodo ke ayọghọ ṇ͂ kọd. Ndad-mmana usem ado akpan 

ṇ͂ kpọ asịnne ṇ͂ kọd ke abio nte daṇ͂ a ikịt ke mme nsio-nsio ekikere ewette ke idak emi: 

5.1  Adidianakeed 

Adidianakeed ado adudu idᴧṇ͂ . Idᴧṇ͂  ake adidianakeed miibaagha, ṇ͂ koḍ ṇ͂ ko ikemeke adiba ke utọ 

idᴧṇ͂  odo. Mbio esemme usem idᴧṇ͂  ammọ enie ifiọk keed abogho inam ọmmọ enie ime enyᴧṇ͂  

enịm idem ọmmọ ke akpanikọ. Utọ ṇ͂ kpọ ntom anam ọmmọ ekere nti ṇ͂ kpọ ebaṇ͂ a idem ọmmọ. 

Usem ado ata ekamba ṇ͂ kpọ utom anamma yak mme owo ekịt idem ọmmọ nte ubon keed. Akpọsọṇ͂  

usem ikọ mbakara iyakka yak nnyịn inie ukem ekikere ye keedeken. Inyᴧṇ͂ ṇ͂ ọ iyak ṇ͂ kọd asịm abio 

nnyịn ayọhọ ayọhọ. Ke esen idịd, idʌṇ͂  China ye Japan, enekke enie uforo ye edidiana keed akeene 

usem ammọ. Ntak emi anam yak nwed emi abo ke ima akpaanekke aba, akpedo idᴧṇ͂  Akwa Ibom 

mme ake Nigeria enie usem keed kpọd. 

 

5.2  Ṇ͂ kọd ke afan͂ unyam urua  

Thompson (2003) anie ekikere abo ke udiọọṇ͂ ọ usem idᴧṇ͂  akeme ediṇ͂ wam ndubeghe adinie 

nsọọṇ͂ ọ nda. Ṇ͂ kpọ nte utem eyop, uben iwa nnam kadi, utuak ukọd mme utem mmanyaṇ͂ a, enekke 

efọn ke usem se ediọọṇ͂ ọ ye mme andinie utọ ubọkutom emi. Edinam ye mme ubọkutom ntom 

enekke eṇ͂ wam usem ye ubọkutom emi. Ekpenekke ese, mme idᴧṇ͂  nte Japan, China ye mme idᴧṇ͂  

se inieeṇ͂ e ọyọghọ ṇ͂ kọd ekama usem idᴧṇ͂  ọmmọ enam afịd ndubeghe nte uṇ͂ yam urua, ukara ukara. 

Awo Ibibio akpekekịt ayịn eka amọ (akop usem) ke urua Aba, ammọ ekeme isọp nnam akpanikọ 

ṇ͂ kan edikama nsio-nsio usem. Ammọ eben usem ammọ esịn ke eduuwem ye adunam ammọ afid-

afid. Usᴧk awo emaeka urua edidep ṇ͂ kpọ, ese emaedidep ṇ͂ kpọ ṇ͂ keene idᴧṇ͂  ebotto ṇ͂ kpọ urua ado. 

Usem idᴧṇ͂  odo ado akpan idiọọṇ͂ ọ se iṇ͂ wam ke afịd ndaha. Urua akeme inyama afọn akeene usem 

ewette ke idem ṇ͂ kpọ urua ado.    

Mme adep urua ediọọṇ͂ ọ se eyem akeene idᴧṇ͂  ebotto utọ ṇ͂ kpọ urua odo. Usem ado ṇ͂ kukweeṇ͂ e 

idiọọṇ͂ ọ akemeke edinam mme aṇ͂ yam urua esedia ekamba udot. Ṇ͂ ko, nkpọ udua aseedakka udua. 

Akeme inyᴧṇ͂  nnam urua atak awo.  Crystal (1997) abo ke ifiọk ye ima mme awo enieghe ebaṇ͂ a 

ṇ͂ kpọ ukaṇ͂  ammọ esịne ke ndad-mmana usem. 

 

5.3  Mbre ukara 

Usem idʌñ ado ṇ͂ kpọ anọọhọ awo ayọhọ unen adikeene ṇ͂ wanna ke mbre ukara. Ndusᴧk ini, unie 

idᴧṇ͂  esibọ ayọhọ inemesit edikịt daṇ͂ a isen awo ekeene esem usem ammidogho usem emana ammọ. 

Akpedo anam ndubehe, ekeme isọp mbọọ anye ṇ͂ kpọ ndep efịd ini. Akpan-akpan ke ini umek awo, 

ndad mmana usem ado ñkukweeṇ͂ e idiọọṇ͂ ọ, amaasem yak asaña akekem ye mbed usem. 

 

6. Nsọọn͂ọ Ikọ 
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Usem Ibibio ado ayọhọ usem ke idem amọ. Anye anie afịd ñkpuduogho daṇ͂ a mme usem mfen 

enieṇ͂ e. Ibaaha idᴧṇ͂  ndomokeed aniehe ayọhọ ṇ͂ kọd nte Japan ye China se mibenne usem idᴧṇ͂  

ammọ isịn ke edinam. Mbaak isịn eti ṇ͂ kọd inọ usem Ibibio, ana esịn ifịk ke edikpeeb enye ke afịd 

ndaha ke mme ufọkṇ͂ wed. Ukara ikpinaaha ebọbọp mbed kpọd. Akpena ammọ enam yak mbed 

emi enie nsọọṇ͂ ọ nda. Yak ukara etaṇ͂  ke inua enyᴧṇ͂  enam ke ubọk yak mfọọn ekikere ammọ 

eñwam idᴧṇ͂  daṇ͂ a akpedo. Yak ukara enọ mbon ebọọhọ ayọhọ ukpeeb ufaṇ͂  ke edinọ ammọ utom 

ke mme nsio-nsio ndaha ufọkṇ͂ wed nnọ ekpeeb usem ami.  

Se eñwana itañ ado yak ukara ekoot mbio se imaikibọ ukpeeb ke ñkọk ifiọk usem Ibibio, 

enọ ammọ utom ukpeeb usem emi mbaak usem anie eti ñkọd. Yak mme ete ye eka ntəkeyịn 

ekuudat nte ado idiọk ñkpọ nditọ ammọ edikpeeb nnyᴧṇ͂  nsem usem emana ammọ/usem idʌñ. 

Usem, anye ado ṇ͂ kukweeṇ͂ e idiọọṇ͂ ọ idᴧṇ͂ . Afịd-afịd ñkpoduogho uwem emi esịne ke usem. Yak 

ekpeeb enyᴧṇ͂  esem usem ke aya afọn. 
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